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What does a Passive Solar House Look Like?   
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Principles of Passive Solar 
Heating and Cooling 

 
 

The Solar House; Passive Heating and Cooling 
by Daniel D. Chiras 

 



1. Site with good solar exposure. 
 
2. Orient the east-west axis of the home 

within 10 ς 15 degrees of true south. 
 
3. Concentrate windows on the south side, 

go for well made, low U values & low 
infiltration. 

 
4. Minimize windows on the north, east, 

and west sides. 
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